Pastoral Medical Association
Informed Consent and Request for Admission and Services
 NOTICE: PMA Licensed Practitioneers operate under the jurisdiction of the Pastoral Medical Association, and are required to present this form for your agreement before admitting you for services. We believe that every individual has a right to seek the type of health care services they so choose, and this agreement is designed to allow us to provide that choice to you.
DISCLOSURE: Who we are and the terms of providing services to you: The Pastoral Medical Association [hereinafter “PMA”] is an independent ecclesiastical jurisdiction that operates under its own constitution and government structure and is distinctly “separate” from any secular government. This ecclesiastical jurisdiction establishes standards for the practice of Pastoral Medicine and authorizes practitioners [hereinafter referred to as “licensee” (s)] that meet those standards, to provide services and assistance [hereinafter “Service”] exclusively within the boundaries of the Pastoral Medical Association Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, and exclusively to individuals who have requested admission to this jurisdiction to receive such services; and who have also signified their understanding and acceptance of the terms of entry and Services as outlined herein by placing their name and signature on this document. As a “visitor” to this jurisdiction that has agreed to the terms herein, you will hereafter be referred to as a Communicant [hereinafter “Communicant”].  When we refer to the term Parties [hereinafter “Parties”] in this agreement we are referring to the PMA, you as Communicant, Licensee’s and anyone else named specifically herein collectively.
CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION: As a Communicant we welcome you to the PMA jurisdiction and want you to know that YOU ARE NOT AGREEING TO ANY PARTICULAR RELIGIOUS BELIEF or RELIGIOUS MEMBERSHIP OF ANY KIND, nor does Communicant status confer any citizenship or membership rights or responsibilities other than what is outlined in this agreement. Communicant status only confers “visitor” status and the PMA and its Licensee reserves the right to permit or deny entry or visitation, or to refuse admission and/or Service to any individual who we feel may not benefit from Pastoral Services. We also reserve the right to terminate visitation or Communicant status solely at our own discretion. 
By proceeding to read and execute this document you are stating and agreeing that you are seeking Communicant status solely to receive Ecclesiastical, Pastoral-based Services for your own self or another legally in your charge and for no other reason. You understand that if you are seeking admission for any other reason; under the color of law, on behalf of another individual, agency, government, jurisdiction, as journalist or otherwise; admission is hereby denied and we require that you exit now. By continuing or otherwise proceeding to request or stimulate any communication, Service or response from this jurisdiction or any licensee, member, resident or Communicant thereof; or by placing a name, signature or mark on this document, you admit that you have trespassed on this jurisdiction under fraud, have misrepresented yourself and your intentions and have harmed this jurisdiction. You agree to accept full responsibility and pay the liquidated damages outlined herein and any other damages we may legally hold you responsible for in a tribunal in this jurisdiction or any secular or other court we may seek relief in.
SEEKING ADMISSION FOR MINORS: If you are seeking admission to this jurisdiction on behalf of another in your charge, including minor children, you attest that you have full authority to seek and approve all Services we might provide to such individuals presented for admission by you. In consideration for receiving Services, you also hereby agree to hold harmless the PMA and its licensees for providing the Services you request, and agree that such Service is provided solely under the terms and conditions specified in this agreement, just the same as if the Service was provided to you directly.  You further understand and agree that the Licensee retains the right to refuse Service to any individual you might present for admission at anytime such Licensee feels that Pastoral Services are not the best choice, and/or appropriate for any condition or individual.
FORMS OF AGREEMENT AND RIGHTS: In consideration for admittance, you agree that the terms of this agreement are designed to protect the rights of all Parties to seek and provide ecclesiastical services free from interference by any individual or agency outside this jurisdiction. It is agreed that to assure the rights of the Parties, this agreement invokes three distinct types of agreements that all Parties hereinafter agree to. These are: 1) to conduct all Services between the Parties solely within this ecclesiastical jurisdiction (not in any other jurisdiction), regardless of how or where any communications or Service actually physically occurs. This includes telephone, internet service or otherwise; 2) to conduct all Services solely as a “Private Expressed Communication”, which is defined herein as; the Communicant hereby provides a private license to Licensee to provide all Services to Communicant that Communicant could legally provide for him or herself, or another in his or her charge, in private venue, and prohibitive of any outside interference in any form. In other words; the Parties are participating as associates in a private membership club relationship not open to or operating in the public; and 3) To conduct all Services as a private contract between the parties with all terms and conditions herein incorporated. This agreement therefore is a private contract between the Parties.
PMA LIABILITY: The PMA issues credentials to Licensees that have met the standards established for ecclesiastical based pastoral health care practitioners. Licensee’s are held accountable to strict standards and ethics, and as “pastoral” practitioners are accountable also to the high standards of scripture. Nevertheless, the PMA cannot possibly know if a licensee’s training, ability or services are suitable for any particular Communicant, person or situation; therefore the PMA in no way warrants, guarantee’s or accepts responsibility for any services provided by licensee’s, nor accepts responsibility for Communicants success, failure or satisfaction with any licensee or his or her services. Further, the PMA expressly disclaims liability for negligence to the full extent of the law. No agreement made between the Communicant and Licensee shall in any event override, alter or invalidate any of the terms of this agreement, and Communicants exclusive recourse if he or she is unhappy with Services is specified herein.
THE PRACTICE OF PASTORAL MEDICINE: The complete definition of Pastoral Medicine may be viewed on the PMA website at http://www.pmai.us/. The following is an abbreviated definition for purposes of this agreement; The practice of pastoral medicine has its basis as a counseling modality and includes evaluation, examination, education, instruction and assistance based on scripture, Biblically valid scientific principles, laboratory wellness testing and computerized procedures; to establish and institute preventive and corrective measures, including the application of sacred natural substances, spiritual agents, therapies and prayer to initiate a return to homeostasis in the physical, mental and spiritual aspects of the body.
The practice of Pastoral Medicine does not include, and the PMA does not issue authority to offer services commonly defined as that form of health care regulated as a privilege of governmental agencies which functions to diagnose and/or treat disease, to apply surgery or prescription controlled substances, or other such state-licensed services, nor does PMA license permit Licensee’s to recommend discontinuance of prescribed treatments. If, at any time you desire 1) any emergency medical care; or 2) a medical disease diagnosis or treatment from a state licensed practitioner of any type, you should immediately seek such services from those providers. Pastoral Medicine may include missionary services that include government controlled services when provided under appropriate authority.
COMMUNICANTS RIGHTS: Communicant shall have the right to be informed of the need, reason and cost of any recommended Service, procedure, test or examination before services are provided, and to accept or refuse any service, to seek other professional opinion or to cancel any relationship with the Parties at any time, subject only to the terms of this agreement. Communicant shall also have the right to file complaint with the PMA and to have his or her complaint reviewed, investigated and resolved in a timely manner by a tribunal of this jurisdiction in accordance with the terms stated herein.
GOVERNMENT ISSUED HEALTH CARE LICENSE OR PERMIT: PMA Licensee’s may also hold a government license or permit (State license) to “practice medicine” or to otherwise provide a variety of government regulated health care services. If these services are provided to you, they are provided under the authority of the jurisdiction that issued the health care license and not the PMA. Any complaint you may have for any such services should be filed with the appropriate jurisdiction. You also agree that in your capacity as a Communicant, all services provided to you within PMA jurisdiction are provided exclusively under the terms of this Agreement and Private Contract.
CONFIDENTIALITY: As an Ecclesiastical function, all communication in any form between the Parties is “Confessional” (confidential). As such, and in all events and all cases except as otherwise noted herein, Licensee is required by this jurisdiction to declare privilege from disclosure on behalf of Communicant concerning any and all Service or communication with Communicant, including any records. In no event except as provided under exceptions below, shall any Licensee or Communicant release any information arising from the relationships or Service under this agreement and within this jurisdiction, to any individual, agency or otherwise outside this jurisdiction. There are only two exceptions to this rule and those are; 1) if the Licensee becomes aware of information concerning criminal activity, abuse, danger, harm or threatened harm to Communicant or others, Licensee may be responsible to report such to the proper outside jurisdiction, and 2) Licensee may be required to release that portion of a Communicants records to a governmental agency that pertains to services provided by such Licensee under his/her government health care license. The Communicant is not entitled to this right of release and this provision in no case relieves the Communicant from the responsibilities arising from this agreement and private contract.
COMPLAINTS, REMEDIES, PENALTIES AND RECOURSE: As specified herein, the relationship between the Parties is a Private Contract, operating under ecclesiastical jurisdiction and through expressed private association. In further consideration for admittance to the PMA, Parties agree that the PMA, as an ecclesiastical jurisdiction shall in all cases retain the sole authority to assess, adjudge, and/or otherwise arbitrate or resolve any dispute between the Parties, or to authorize release of any action or information concerning complaint to an outside jurisdiction.
Communicant agrees that they shall not seek any relief, assistance or remedy in any form, or release any information subject to this Agreement to any individual, agency or court outside the PMA jurisdiction unless such release is specifically permitted herein. Nothing in this agreement is intended to disclaim gross negligence or other such wilful, outrageous conduct; however, the PMA retains sole jurisdiction to determine whether cause exist to move any complaint or action outside this jurisdiction and this restriction on the Communicant is absolute.
Communicant further agrees to defend this agreement in its entirety, and agrees that breach of any portion of this agreement is breach of the entire agreement. The offending Party in any breach of this agreement and/or against the PMA jurisdiction agrees to compensate this jurisdiction for all cost incurred to prosecute such breach either through tribunal in this jurisdiction or in another jurisdiction at the discretion of the PMA, plus a reasonable additional penalty as ordered by a tribunal of this jurisdiction.
In the event any individual enters this jurisdiction under fraudulent pretenses as described under the Conditions of Admission in this agreement, such fraud is to be considered premeditated breach of this agreement and trespass into this private jurisdiction. The offending party hereby agrees that he or she waives any immunity granted by any outside jurisdiction, and shall compensate this jurisdiction for all cost incurred by the offended Parties, and for the payment of a $1,000,000.00 additional penalty. In the event the offending party is acting as an agent of or on behalf of any agency, individual or jurisdiction, or incorporates any other individual, co-conspirator or attorney into such breach, the offender hereby agrees and stipulates that as representing “agent” he or she has the authority to bind such other individual, agency, co-conspirator or attorney as equally responsible for such breach and as such the co-conspiring party shall be responsible and bound in a like manner to compensate this jurisdiction for an amount equal to the cost incurred to defend and prosecute such breach, and in the additional amount of $1,000,000.00 as an agreed additional penalty.
ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This Agreement constitutes the entire private contract between the parties with regard to the subject matter hereof, and replaces and supersedes all other agreements or understandings, whether written or oral. No amendment or extension of this Agreement shall be binding unless in writing and signed by all Parties. Any of the Parties may terminate Services and the private relationship at any time without cause, however, each will continue to be bound forever to the terms herein for all communications and Services in whatever form that occurred prior to such termination just the same as if termination never occurred. Parties agree that they have the desire and right to contract in private and under ecclesiastical jurisdiction, even in the event that such contract may not be in keeping with secular public policy, and Parties agree to defend this right of choice. At the same time, in the event any provision of this Agreement is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, the reminder of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect and shall in no way be impaired.
I hereby acknowledge receipt and full understanding of the PMA Informed Consent and Request for Admission and Services content. I further authorize and consent to such PMA services as are deemed necessary based on my visit findings. Additionally, I acknowledge that I am here on this day and every subsequent visit solely on my own behalf (or on the behalf of someone legally in my care) and not as an agent of any governmental agency or other entity or person.  Therefore, I certify that I understand and agree to all terms of this agreement and wish to seek Admission and Communicant status;
